
                                                                                       

 

 November 20, 2020 

 

Dear LUSD Families, 

As we begin our Thanksgiving Holiday Break, I am hopeful that everyone is healthy and safe. 

The recent challenges presented by the COVID 19 pandemic have changed almost all 

aspects of our lives and our holidays are no exception.  We have adjusted and we have 

persevered, to make the best of our new “normal.”  Through this pandemic and going forward, 

Lakeside’s top priority has been and will continue to be, the health and safety of our students, 

staff, and families.  We thank all of our community members for the tremendous efforts given 

and sacrifices made to ensure our students remain safe, while they continue to receive quality 

instruction and support during these trying times. 

On November 16, 2020, Kern County was moved back into the Purple Tier of the Governor’s 

Blueprint for a Safer Economy. Purple is the most restrictive tier on the chart and indicates 

the COVID 19 virus is widespread in our community again.  On Tuesday, November 17, 2020 

the updated COVID 19 statistics for Kern County were released to show COVID-19 positive 

cases have tripled within the last few weeks in our county.  The virus is gaining momentum 

again in our community and our schools are not an exception to the spread of COVID 19. 

Recently, one of our district employees tested positive for COVID 19 and is quarantining at 

home. In an unrelated incident, we have also closed one classroom to in-person instruction 

due to a possible exposure away from the school setting. However, both of our schools 

are open for in-person instruction and we hope to continue to provide needed services to the 

children of our community as long as we can do so safely.  

On November 09, 2020 students began to return to our classrooms for in-person instruction. 

The return of students in the Transitional Kindergarten and Kindergarten programs for in-

person instruction have been very successful. Our staff has done a wonderful job to prepare 

for and welcome our students back on campus. We want to continue the successful return 

students to our schools for in-person instruction. However, it is important do so in a manner 

that is safe for everyone.  

According to the Kern County Health Department, our schools may remain open as long as 

the positive case rate of the students and staff remains below 5% in a two-week period. The 

Lakeside Union School District is committed to protecting each and every student and every 

staff member, as we strive to meet the needs of our students. It is necessary at this time, to 

take additional safety measures to ensure the safety of all stakeholders. Out of an 

abundance of caution, the return of additional grade levels will be delayed by one week 

from our initial schedule (10/21/2020). The revised schedule is currently posted on our 

websites and listed on the second page of this document. 

The schedule delay is being implemented in an effort to bring our students and staff back to 

campuses in a manner consistent with CDPH guidelines and as safely as possible. With rising 

rates of infection and the upcoming holiday break, it is necessary to adjust our schedule in 

order to allow monitoring of the evolving conditions and time to plan a response to any 

changes that may occur in the next two weeks. 



 

 

Schedule of student return for Phase 2 – Hybrid Model, In-Person Instruction  

 

 Transitional Kindergarten: Monday, November 9, 2020 

 Kindergarten: Monday, November 16, 2020 

 

  Thanksgiving Holiday 

  

 First Grade: Monday, December 7, 2020 

 Second Grade: Monday, December 14, 2020 

 

   Winter Break 

 

 Third & Sixth Grade: Monday, January 4, 2021 

 Fourth & Seventh Grade: Monday, January 11, 2021 

 Fifth & Eighth Grade: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 

 
 

* This schedule is subject to change, dependent upon current conditions and 

circumstances related to the COVID 19 pandemic. (Revised 11/20/2020) 

 

* It is important that all stakeholders recognize the possibility that in-person 

instruction may not be possible if conditions worsen to the extent that schools are 

required to close.  The Lakeside Union School District will be prepared to return to 

100% Distance learning for some or all grade levels if necessary. 

 

Detailed reopening plans for each school site can be found on the school websites. 

 

Take care of your families and be safe this Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 

 

Ty Bryson 

Superintendent 


